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anyone before. But, beyond that, there was
something further. Jennifer's anger would include
Francis' discomfort. They were all included
in this.

* Well/ Jennifer said slowly.    * Cautious little
Judith.    You are cautious, are you not?    With
your own plans and purposes------'

She always, now, when the two of them were
alone, tried any kind of irritation that seemed to
her clever, but like all unimaginative women she
could only think of the taunts and teasings that
would goad herself if someone applied them.
Quite different ones would be needed for Judith.

* No, I am not cautious! '   Judith answered,
smiling.    * But this is rather astonishing news
that Warren  brought.    Prepare yourself for a
shock.'

Jennifer, who was standing, drawn to her full
height, looking out of window, had her mind
only half on Judith's words. She was watching
or waiting or listening. . . .

* Well, my dear?    What is your great news? *

* Will has bought Westaways at Crosthwaite
and is coming to reside there with Christabel and
the family/

Judith had her reward. Jennifer turned; her
eyes for once were wide and awake, her beautiful
mouth open, her whole body stung to attention.

1 What?    What do you say? *

*  It is true.    Warren has just completed the
purchase.    He is to be Will's bailiff/

At that same moment Francis came in. He
had been riding and looked immensely handsome